INTRODUCTION
What is freedom of speech and freedom of expression? Freedom of speech is the right to articulate one's opinions and ideas without fear of government retaliation or censorship, or societal sanction. Freedom of expression is sometimes used synonymously, but includes any act of seeking, receiving and imparting information or ideas, regardless of the medium used. It is to be kept in mind that, only media can give the freedom of speech and expression.
Here comes the role of any news agency. News agency is nothing but such an organization or system or company which has their own correspondent and reporters for collection of all types of news (as far as possible) and selling tie-up with media houses. It may be newspaper, any broadcast or telecast media or even any web journal also. It is nothing but a wire service and needless to say that all subscriber get same news at a time in the same language. It is needless to say that, there are mutual interests among all newspapers, news personnel and media houses regarding the study on news agency and free flow of global information system. But why news agency? Why there is a need of free flow of information? It refers to the McBride Commission and UNESCO publication, "Many Voices, One World". Regarding the information imbalances, the program web site states that it "exists to strengthen the means of mass communication in developing countries, by increasing technical and human resources for the media, by developing community media and by modernizing news agencies and broadcasting organizations." News agency concept was globally accepted only because of the reason to create opportunities for the elimination of global poverty and the greater capacity for citizens of the world to bear witness to and fight against violations of human rights, wherever they may happen. But if there is over dependence on news agency only and voice of local correspondents are negligible for science news, scenario will differ, if is an African or Asian country.
This research paper sets out to investigate the extent to which the Asian and African English newspapers rely on transnational wire services. This study will test the following hypothesis: whether the Asian and African English Newspapers have over-dependence on news agencies for science news for stories from around the world rather than all other news and for Africa, whether this dependency is much more than Asian countries. It has been always kept in mind that, the freedom of people to express their opinions is fundamental to and inseparable from the existence of a healthy democracy that respects human rights. If people are unaware about local scientific developments from local correspondents, expressing their views becomes questionable.
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
A time series analysis at the macro level since 20 years i.e. from 1986 to 2016 revealed that the dependency on news agency is totally different for television and newspaper i.e. print media. Television viewership increased rapidly since 1995 and becomes saturated more or less after 2002. On the other hand, the momentum in readership was remarkably visible from 2000 and more marked after 2002. Hence, different study will show that, dependency on news agency of the newspapers has also been increased, despite the boom in the number of channels and networks. Although 61st World Newspaper Congress (June 2008) maintained that "newspaper circulation has been rising or stable in three quarters of the world's countries over the past five years", one cannot ignore that the rise of the Internet and shrinking attention spans are causing concern for newspapers in USA and Europe.
What is a free newspaper? A free media and a free newspaper ensure the freedom of speech and expression. Although, more or less, every newspaper depends on news agency sources, it is the scenario of China, India and Japan, which is keeping the upbeat trend of newspapers. India is the second largest country after China regarding national readership survey and it has pointed that younger generation spends more time on Internet and web version of newspapers. Many more countries of Asia and Africa have direct control on every media, of their Government and they bound to publish pro-govt news, it is on science also. Here comes the most important question on science journalism that, if only 3-4 % space is allotted for science news in South-east Asian countries, and if they depend only on news agency sources (as the recruitment of science journalist is decaying gradually), what will be the scenario of African countries, has to be investigated.
In broad terms, the study underscores the consensus on major Asian countries on one hand, and African countries on the other hand. The research method used for this study is mainly the content analysis of all published news in the selected newspapers of the selected countries which is a very frequently used approach in media studies. It allows the researcher to put the content of the media about science news on the one hand and all other news on the other hand, in this case the newspapers of Asian and African countries and the news of news agencies, under the microscope and obtains quantitative results. The all news of those newspapers will be compared against that of science news on the basis of dependency on news agency. It will be find out that whether for all news, agencies' copy is fully published or they depend on their own source, which is more important and becomes objective to any reader and what is the condition for science news, whether they get same importance to that newspaper house.
Bakhtar News Agency is situated in Kabul and the only official state news agency of Afghanistan. More or less, all big and medium newspaper of English language truly depends on that news agency for national and international news agency. This agency is monitored by Ministry of Culture and Information of that country. Newspapers mostly depend on what this agency sent to their office and recruit fewer correspondents for local news. Agence France-Presse established a satellite link providing news information to the Bakhtar News Agency.
Xinhua News Agency is one of the most important and official news agencies of the People's Republic of China. It is to be noticed that it is also the biggest and most influential set-up of that country. It is the institution at ministry level under Chinese central government. It has more than 170 foreign bureaus throughout the world and in China; it has 31 different bureaus also, for each province. It has a military bureau also. In China and their Chinese central government, Xinhua is the most important and dependable agency to cater all types of news.
Saudi Press Agency is the most important and official news agency of Saudi Arabia. The first news agency of Saudi Arabia, it was established in 1970. It is also the first news agency in the Persian Gulf region. Ministry of Information and Culture of this country has the responsibility of this agency and hence, its president, reports to the ministry directly regarding any problem. It has both Arabic and English version to cater news. Information and Cultural Minister of this country is the board chairman of this agency.
Associated Press of Pakistan (APP)
is the most important and also government-operated national news agency of Pakistan. There should be no confusion that, Associated Press news agency (AP) is the another larger agency with which APP cannot be related. AP is based in New York and APP is in Pakistan. APP has five bureau offices at Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar Quetta and Rawalpindi. It has seven news centres at Sukkur, Multan, Quetta, Faisalabad, Larkana, Hyderabad, Muzaffarabad and now Gilgit-Baltistan also.
METHODOLOGY Sample Survey Method
The study was done on the basis of the last decade, considering the 7 th day of each month i.e. 7 th , 14 th , 21th and 28 th day was taken as sample of each month of each year. Hence, 4×12×10 i.e. 480 samples were taken for each newspaper for 14 countries of Asia and 14 countries of Africa. It is to be kept in mind that, collection of all newspaper of Africa and Asian countries, in the sample space, in hard copy format, is not possible. So, web pages of those newspapers were considered only and then they are transformed into hard copy format in space share in column-centimetre format. Then on the basis of the following Research Questions, samples were been analyzed.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
RQ-1 Is there any science news in page-1 of the newspapers? East Asian countries, this scenario is most alarming, because there is strongly religious and Government intervention. When some of the South-east Asian countries have repeatedly declared their intention to clean up environment, gender equality, eradication of child labor, increasing literacy, more emphasis on local regional language journalism on very local science issues, more scientific movements, following UN Declarations on several times, honest and free-fare election for democratic Government and free from any pressure from any religion; middle-east Asian countries are far lagging behind. Even, for India-Bangladesh-Pakistan-North Korea-Afghanistan of South-east Asian countries, this picture is not very satisfactory. Hence, it can be concluded that, most circulated newspapers also do not recruit science journalist as specialist and even they do not publish the specialized articles on popular science also. Scenario of Asia is better than Africa, but not up to the mark. Compared to all other news like crime, sports, political, military and defense etc, for science news, newspapers mostly depend on agency sources and least space is given in middle pages, not in front pages. It is also found, when for all other types of news, most newspapers fully depend on their own sources and own correspondents, for science news only newspaper managements narrow down their dependence on news agency only.
This study has some limitations. As it is impossible to read all languages of all the countries, there may come some minor statistical error, when considering newspaper of regional languages. Also, apart from capital cities, all other major cities were not been considered for this sample survey.
